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both had run their course. For the moment it was the
case of an elderly Satan rebuking youthful sin.

Mr. Chamberlain, like Disraeli, was the first of his
family to go into politics, but, as has been shown, he
had his roots very deep in the soil of England. There
seem to be families which for generations produce
worthy citizens, though in no way out of the ordinary,
and then suddenly, for no apparent reason, throw up a
genius; so it was with the Chamberlains, but in their
case the phenomenon is the more remarkable in that
the genius in question was able to transmit a very con-
siderable amount of his brilliance to his sons. For
several generations after they left their native Wiltshire
they had been hard-working and prosperous, if not
very wealthy, shoe-makers in the City, living over their
premises in Milk Street, and six of them had served as
Masters of the Cordwainers' Company. Then, in the
fourth decade of the nineteenth century, came a
general improvement in means of communication, and
the family forsook Milk Street for the pleasant suburb
of Camberwell. There, at what was then 3, Camber-
well Grove, and is now 118 The Grove, was born on
8th July, 1836 Joseph Chamberlain, eldest child of
another Joseph Chamberlain and his wife, nte Caroline
Harben.

Typical of thousands of families of that day as was
the background against which his youth and childhood
were set, he differed from many of his contemporaries
in that for generations the Chamberlains had been
Unitarians, and this gave him for years an outlook
on life which must be taken into account if his
character is to be fully understood. When Presby-
terianism began to decline after the Restoration many
of its congregations became Unitarians, but though